
“Christmas 2025: Silent Night, Holy Night, Son of God, Love’s Pure Light!

As the days grow shorter and the nights stretch longer, I’m surprised once again by how early it gets dark
outside. While I know we lose approximately two minutes of daylight every day until the winter solstice, I still
find it’s a hard adjustment. For example, last week I was attempting to finish all of the yard work I needed to
do to be winter ready. But by the time I finished pulling all of the leaves out of my eavestroughs, it was
getting late in the afternoon and darkness was already falling. 

I suppose for many of us, this time of year can feel like a race against the encroaching darkness, with places
in our homes, in our world, and in our own hearts that are dimmer than we would like. Added to this, the stress
and strain of the holiday season can be exhausting and overwhelming as we grapple with economic
uncertainty, the loss of loved ones, the weight of memory, and all the crazy expectations we place upon
ourselves.

But into this encroaching darkness, Christmas speaks its oldest and most defiant truth: the light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it (John 1:5). Scripture is wonderfully honest about this pattern.
Remember that our biblical story of creation starts in darkness. God delivers to Abraham the promise of
descendants under a night sky. Jacob wrestles with transformation throughout the night. Christ is born in the
deep night, and his resurrection occurs in the pre-dawn hours. You see, over and over again the Bible insists
that the presence of darkness is not a sign that God has failed. It is the condition in which God loves to
create. 

And that is how the Christmas story begins. Not in brightness. Not in triumph or fanfare. Not in a world finally
put right. It begins at night in a troubled land under the shadow of an empire in a small stable. Because
Christmas is not God rescuing us from the dark. It is God stepping into it with us.  

And something remarkable happens when even the smallest light enters a dark room. It does not need to be
large to make a difference. It simply needs to exist. Darkness cannot push back against it, for darkness has no
power of its own. It is only the absence of light. And so one flame, fragile though it seems, can change
everything. Just like hope - the first flame of Advent. 
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Every year at this time in your church we light the candles of the Advent wreath as a small act of holy
defiance. Each candle pushes back the shadows and proclaims that hope, peace, joy, and love aren’t
seasonal luxuries. They’re eternal truths. Your church is a sanctuary where the sacred stories of our faith
are shared, where Christmas carols lift the spirit, where fellowship steadies the heart, and where we
draw strength from the peace and presence of God. 

So please consider joining us for worship throughout this season of Advent and Christmas, for we know
and proclaim that darkness will never drive out darkness. Only light can do that. And so this is an exciting
time of year for us to be the church as we push back the darkness by sharing the light of Christ with each
other and with those around us.

In addition to our regular Sunday services at 8:30 am and 10:30 am, on Sunday November 30th we will be
having an Advent Lessons and Carols service at 4:00 pm where our amazing choir will be joined by choir
members from the Basilica. 

Then on Wednesday, December 24th, our Christmas Eve liturgies begin at 5:00 pm with a family service
in which our young people will put on a Christmas pageant, along with carols and the celebration of the
Eucharist. Next at 7:00 pm we will have a Community oriented Christmas service with lots of carol
singing, a couple of readings, and a short reflection. Finally, a traditional Christmas Eve service with the
Eucharist will open at 10:00 pm with a musical prelude, and then officially begin at 10:30 pm. On
Christmas Day, we will be offering a Eucharist at 10:00 am.

It is my prayer that you will experience all of God’s peace, presence and joy that your church can provide
during the Advent and Christmas season, and that the light of Christ finds you gently and unmistakably. I
look forward to seeing you and I wish you and your family a blessed and merry Christmas.

 Yours in Christ,
 The Rev. Victor Kischak
 Pastor, Priest & Rector

For some, Christmas is the most anticipated time of the year. The season comes gift wrapped with
ribbons of family gatherings, favourite meals, and festive carols. But, for others, the holidays can be quite
difficult. It can be challenging to celebrate when the people who gave us the best reasons to rejoice are
no longer here. However you approach this season, we want you to know that your St. George’s family is
here to offer support. One of my privileges as your Assistant Curate is to help coordinate pastoral care
for those in need. I work with a committed group of clergy and lay people who can visit you at home for
conversation or Communion, pray with you in the hospital, or meet you for coffee. If you or someone you
know would like us to reach out, please contact me, Rev. Victor, Rev. Barbara, or Bruce in the church
office. Blessings on your Advent and Christmas journeys. 

Rev. David Shumaker
Assistant Curate 

Christmas Message from the Assistant Curate



As we enter this holy season of Advent, a time of waiting, hope, and renewal, it feels fitting to pause and look
back with gratitude on the year that has passed. 2025 has been a year of growth and grace for our parish
community. Through worship, fellowship, outreach, and the quiet faithfulness of so many, we have continued
to live out our calling to be Christ’s hands and heart in the world.

From the warmth of our Sunday gatherings to the success of new ministries and the joyful return of familiar
traditions, we have much to celebrate. Each effort, whether large or small, has strengthened the fabric of our
parish life and deepened our connection to one another.

After a long wait, our new audio-visual and live-streaming equipment is up and running. We had to show
immense patience in waiting for the equipment to arrive and then to work out the bugs, however we’re
pleased to report that everything seems to be working well. A huge thank you to Paul Deacon who led this
project with his expertise. Around 30 people watch live online each morning and many more throughout the
weeks as the videos are uploaded.

Our regular parish events, such as the Christmas Market, Coldest Night of the Year, our Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper, Soup & Buns lunches, and the Rummage Sale continue to bring our parish family together
for fellowship and outreach.

Members of our Young Adult Ministry have organized and brought to life our Community Closet, which
provides emergency relief to our city’s most vulnerable citizens. This is particularly important as the weather
gets colder.

St. George’s is getting a new look online with the launch of a totally redesigned website! Our sincere thanks
to the hard work of the website committee and invaluable guidance of Grant Irving.

So many ministries and volunteer hours go into making St. George’s the vibrant place it is. From the wonderful
garden project to the craft guild to the Take Heart ministry and from Saturday Night Suppers to square
dancing to the Sanctuary of Music, there’s a lot to celebrate. 

But above all, as we move into Christmastide, we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus. May His light fill your
Christmas with peace and renewed hope.

In Christ
Laura Keller
Paul Deacon
Grace Gomashie
Jim Squires
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Treasurer’s Report
The amount received from Identified Givers year to date ending October 2025 is up $71K from October of
last year totaling $324K, with open collections being down about $1.2K to $5.8K. Special Gifts are about on
par with last year being $70K. That brings total offerings up by $68K to $400.5K to the end of October. This
brings us close to our budgeted amount of $412K for offering for 2025. Harvest offerings are down to just
$260, 10% of what we received in 2024, as there were limited Harvest envelopes available this year. Parking
revenue YTD is up from 2024 by over $2.8K. This brings the year over year total revenue to the end of
October up by $70K, totaling $433.6K.
 
On the expense side, the salaries of the clergy and staff was increased as part of the annual increase as
prescribed by the Diocese. David has also joined us and therefore there is an increase in Pastoral Ministry
lines. The music program total is up $2K from last year as budgeted. Maintenance costs are up over $28K
mainly due to repair expenses which are up $15K from 2024 and are now $5K over budget. We may need to
look at increasing the budget on this line item for 2026 as this will most likely be a significant repair costs in
the future. Supplies are also up from 2024 and over budget. Expenses for Office & Accounting are up about
$4K with banking charges being $700 showing that we may need to change financial institutions and get
better banking fees. Building Recovery Costs – Other Users (shown in our budget as a negative expense
rather than as income) is on par with last year at -$75K with Workside being the largest portion of this
amount. Total expenses are up over year over year to $52K from 2024 totaling $462K.

Our Expenses over Revenue are lower than last year at -$29K which is a result of the increase in offerings
and the special gifts.

How can you help? 
The best thing you can do for St. George’s is to make regular, generous offerings to the church. You might
consider Pre-Authorized Giving if you haven’t already. Simply fill out the form (download it from our website
or contact the office for one) and your gift will come directly out of your bank account. No more having to
remember an envelope every Sunday!
Other ways to donate include:
·Mail a cheque to the church
·Drop off cash or a cheque at the church during business hours (call ahead)
·By e-transfer to bookkeeper@saintgeorge.ca
·On our website using a credit card

Actual Jan-Oct
2025

Actual Jan-Oct
2024

Budget 
2025

Total Revenue $433,590 $363,573 $456,632

Total Expenses $462,207 $410,676 $569,382

Net Revenue -$28,617 -$47,103 -$112,750
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